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Dear Brothers and Sisters in the Lord,

“Catholic Support for a Minimum Wage Level of $33 an Hour”’ Joint Statement

Thank you very much for the past support on our promotion of “family wage” in your parish church.
At this critical stage when the minimum wage level would be set by the government soon, once again,
we are appealing to you for your generous support so that together, we can pressure the government to
set a reasonable wage level , (not $20 or $24 as some commercial sectors proposed), that would enable
a worker to earn enough to support a decent living for him and his family.

Pope Benedict XIV has pointed out in Caritas in Veritate that “Lowering the level of protection
accorded to the rights of workers, or abandoning mechanisms of wealth redistribution in order to
increase the country's international competitiveness, hinder the achievement of lasting development.”
We therefore strongly believe that the advance of society does not depend on economic development,
but on whether an individual can lead a respectable life, and develop his full potential. A true indicator
of a prosperous society is thus a reasonable distribution of wealth but not the total wealth.

To pledge our belief and to follow the Church teaching, we will, starting from May, to circulate a joint
statement in the churches to garner support for a minimum wage level of $33 an hour. We
cordially invite you to join our co-statement that is to be placed as an advertisement in
newspapers.

We sincerely hope that through our action, we can achieve a reasonable wage level and help to
alleviate poverty. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Ms. But at 2772-5918.

Thank you very much for your support and God bless!
Sincerely in Christ,

Mrs. Teresa Mak
Secretary General
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‘Sample of the Ads (will be printed in Chinese Version)|

( The co-statement will be placed as an advertisement in Apple Daily / Ming Pao on 21 June, 2010. )
“Lowering the level of protection accorded to the rights of workers, or abandoning mechanisms
of wealth redistribution in order to increase the country's international competitiveness, hinder

the achievement of lasting development.”’ (Pope Benedict XVI, Caritas in Veritate (2009), 32)

To make a decent living, minimum wage must not be less than $33 per hour.

We are a group of Catholic Clergy and parishioners who would like to make a strong demand to the
Government that in setting a minimum wage level, it must adhere to the following standard:

1. To fulfill the basic needs of a family, the hourly wage cannot be less than $33.

2. The wage should be set at a level higher than the level of Comprehensive Social Security
Assistance.

3. The wage must enable a worker to lead a decent living.

Hong Kong is a very prosperous society. In the past ten years, the GDP has grown 30% while 400
thousand workers are living in poverty earning a monthly wage of few thousand dollars a month.
Their monthly earning cannot maintain the basic needs of a family thus their younger generation are
deprived of many opportunities to develop their potentials. We are deeply sorry for them.

We strongly feel that the legislation of minimum wage is to protect the workers so that they can make a
decent earning to support his and his family’s needs. The aim of the legislation is also to avoid
exploitation of workers as industries and commercial enterprises keep on lowering their hourly wage as
a means to compete with each other.

We believe that the legislation of minimum wage is a “win-win” situation. If the wages are raised,
workers have more money to spend thus stimulating the internal economy. At the same time, the
industries and commercial enterprises have to raise their productivity, rather than to depress wages, as
a means to remain in competitiveness.

As a Christian, we adhere to the Church Teaching that the advance of society is not only measured by
economic development, but more importantly, by whether an individual can lead a respectable life and
have the opportunities to develop his full potential. Hence, we believe a fair distribution of wealth is
the true indicator of a prosperous society and as such, society has a responsibility to build up a system
for fair and reasonable wages. This is the only way to achieve justice and to enable a worker to earn
enough to maintain his and his family’s needs.

Signatures:

Rev. Dominic Chan, VG

Rev. Deacon Sung Wan Lung

This joint statement is sponsored by the Catholic Commission for Labour Affairs.
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