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A Silent Moment  
 

“Peace is not merely the absence of war.  
Nor can it be reduced solely to the maintenance  
of a balance of power between enemies.  
Nor is it brought about by dictatorship.  
Instead, it is rightly and appropriately called  
'an enterprise of justice' (Is. 32:7).  
Peace results from that harmony  
built i nto human society by its divine founder,  
and actualized by people  
as they thirst after ever greater justice.”  
 

Second Vatican Council , Gaudium et Spes, #78 
 

O God, on this day, the International Day of Peace,  
we remember that war and violence continue  
to maim, kill and destroy.   
Hundreds of thousands of human beings  
look at their sisters and brothers  
over the barrels of guns, cannons and missiles.  
Help us to hear your voice that counsels  
forgiveness, compassion, patience and dialogue.  
Help us to "thirst after ever greater justice,"  
so that we might contribute to a peaceful world.   
Help us to act on behalf of peace,  
not only today, but all of the days of our li fe. 
 

from Prayer Service for the International Day of Peace 
developed by CAFOD http://www.cafod.org.uk 

What’s Going On in Asia? 
 

India 
National Training on RBA and Peace Building 
The nine-day National Training on Rights Based Approach to 
Social Advocacy and Peace Building, organized by the 
National Commission for Justice, Peace and Development 
(NCJPD), was successfully held on 22 - 31 August 2004 at the 
Indian Social Institute, Bangalore. 
 

There were 37 participants, representing 12 regions of the 
National Justice and Peace Commission in the country.  Most 
of them have a lot of field experience with the poor and the 
marginalized, and trained in law and social work.  They 
comprise of priests, religious and the laity of both genders. 
  

During the first five days, the training was on the Rights Based 
Approach (RBA) to social justice.  This part was facilit ated by 
ACPP with the following resource persons:  Mr. Andre 
Frankovits of Human Rights Council of Australia, Mr. Ravi 
Nair of South Asian Human Rights Documentation Centre, 
Ms. Ruth Manorama, and Dr. Vinod Vyasulu, from Bangalore.  
The second part was a three-day training on Peace Building 
and Reconciliation, facilitated by Rev. Willi am R. Headley, 
Counsellor to Catholic Relief Services. 
 

During the training there were detailed deliberations on issues 
like Dalits, Tribals, Food Security, Discrimination against 
Women, Ethnic Conflicts and several other pertinent issues of 
Human Rights violations in India.  
 

The participants were brought to consciousness about the 
relevance of Human Rights and Peace Building approaches at 
the local, regional and national level. They resolved to 
continue networking with NGOs, civil society and strengthen 
this very network created during this program.  
 

Source: CBCI National Commission for Justice, Peace & Development 
 

Japan  
30th Annual National Convention of JCCJP  
The 30th annual Convention of Japan Catholic Council for 
Justice & Peace (JCCJP) was held at the Tokyo Cathedral on 
9-11 October.  Although the Catholic Church in Japan is only 
0.3% of the 120 milli on population, this was the largest 
national convention held every year in Japan.   
 

This year, the convention was opened by a special speech 
made by Sr. Nancy Silvester from the USA on the theme of 
"Globalization of Justice and Peace, task confronting us".  
More than 500 people attended, including the Msgr. Ambrose 
De Paoli , Apostolic Nuncio to Japan. 
 

This was followed by concert of several music groups actively 
promoting justice and peace activities throughout the year.  
The theme of this evening concert was "to live together". 
 

On the second day, more than 1,000 people took part in the 
Sunday mass at the Tokyo St. Mary Cathedral.  The main 
celebrant was Msgr. Peter OKADA, archbishop of Tokyo.   
 

After the mass, participants from all over Japan went around 
the Cathedral compound to participate in forums and view the 
photo exhibitions, documentary films, and group performances 
on the main stage, where the youth danced and sang local 
action songs. 
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On the third day, 13 workshops were held, with input from 
experts on the following themes:   
·  Foreign residents in Japan from the perspective of their 

Human Rights;  
·  aboliti on of the capital punishment system;  
·  Domestic violence in traditionally famili ar contexts of 

Japanese family; and  
·  The Catholic Church©s responsibili ty in the Second World 

War. 
 

More than 2,000 participated in these workshops, sharing 
experiences in the discussions.  It is expected that most of the 
themes, whether in national or international levels, wil l be 
brought back to the next national convention’s workshops to 
promote the national network.  It was also noted that there 
were many participants from non-Catholic groups, Buddhist 
groups and citizen groups. 
 

Source: sharing by Fr. Fukamizu, JCCJP 
 
Korea 
Struggle against National Security Law Continues 
The Priests© Association for Justice started an indefinite hunger 
strike on 18 November, for the aboliti on of the National 
Security Law (NSL).  It was held at the compound of Myong-
dong Cathedral, where migrant workers also commemorated 
the first year anniversary of their sit-in. 
 

In their press release, the priests stated that the aboliti on of the 
NSL would liberate the people spiritually and mentally.  
Through the prayer gathering, they re-iterated their solidarity 
with those who are suffering from the application of the NSL 
and the people who have died as a result of it. 
 

Source: local sources 
 
 

Pakistan 
Democratic Education Program 
The National Commission for Justice and Peace (NCJP) 
organized a “Training of Trainers” (TOT) on 9-11 September 
2004 in Lahore.  TOT was the opening activity of the 
Democratic Education Program (DEP), sponsored by Trocaire 
- Ireland.  The aim is to equip the participants with working 
tools to organize, monitor, assess the activities of the DEP and 
develop skil ls for facilitating seminars, workshops, meetings.   
 

There were 16 participants facilit ated by Mr. Samson Joseph, 
NCJP Program Coordinator.  The 2 resource persons were Mr. 
Peter Jacob, the NCJP Executive Secretary and Mr. Rashid 
Rehman, Advocate of Human Rights Commission of Pakistan. 
   

Source: The Mirror Update - NCJP 
  
 

Peace Education Pilot Project (PEPP) 
The National Commission for Justice and Peace (NCJP) is also 
implementing a Peace Education Pilot Project (PEPP) in 
Lahore, Gujranwala and Rawalpindi. 
 

The PEPP is aimed at: 
1)  Introducing tools of non-violent social action to potential 
community leaders and to engage selected educated individuals 
in study of the philosophy of non-violence.  
 

2)  Initiating a wider debate in the society to explore the 
rational basis of non-violence, conflict resolution and peace 
building. 
 

3)  Interacting with Church and secular organizations in India 
and Pakistan, and encourage peace building between the two 
nations at grass root level.  
 

Source: The Mirror Update - NCJP 

Phili ppines 
Efforts against the Death Penalty 
Following the re-instatement of death penalty in December 
2003, and a moratorium on executions until the end of 2004, 
the Justice, Peace & Integrity of Creation, Association of 
Major Religious Superiors Phili ppines (JPICC-AMRSP) has 
organized a nationwide campaign aimed at moving towards the 
aboliti on of the death penalty in the country.  
 

The JPICC-AMRSP are currently approaching lawyers for 
their legal opinion on the issue of the aboliti on of the death 
penalty law campaign, as there are talks again about passing a 
bill against the death penalty and some more prison reforms. 
 

As part of the campaign, they are planning to call the 
international community to help in advocacy on the issue.  
 

Source: JPICC-AMRSP 
 

International Day of Peace Activities 
On 7 September 2001, the United Nations General Assembly 
declared 21 September to be a day of global ceasefire and non-
violence.  All organizations were invited to commemorate it 
through education and public awareness, and to cooperate with 
the UN in lobbying for and establishing a global ceasefire. 
 

In this connection, the Justice, Peace & Integrity of Creation, 
Association of Major Religious Superiors Phili ppines (JPICC-
AMRSP) organized the “ IDP-Phili ppines 24-hours for Peace”.  
Activities include the “Candles for Peace” campaign, Peace 
Film Festival, Peace Postcard and “Pilgrimage and Candlelight 
Vigil for Peace”.  The event aims to demonstrate the power of 
the Filipino people united in prayer and struggle for peace and 
non-violence.  For 24 hours, everyone within each person’s 
home, community and street is encouraged to make an effort to 
stop every thought and act that is unkind, hostile, violent and 
evil , and be aware of all the violent conflict that is already 
present throughout the world. 
 

Source: JPICC-AMRSP 
 
 

Sr i Lanka 
Right to Religious Freedom Challenged 
Two separate attempts were made recently to challenge 
religious freedom in the country.  In the first attempt, the 
Jathika Hela Urumaya (JHU) forwarded a bill: "Prohibition of 
Forcible Religious Conversions Bill " which was gazetted on 28 
May 2004.  The second attempt was a draft Act: "Act for the 
protection of Religious Freedom" presented to the cabinet by 
Minister Hon. Rathnasiri Wickramanayake in June 2004.  
 

In response, 21 petitions were presented to the Supreme Court, 
challenging the constitutionality of the JHU Bill .  Among those 
who petitioned were Civil Rights groups, individuals, and His 
Lordship Bishop Frank Marcus Fernando of Chilaw.  
 

One of the concerns over the bill i s the unclear distinction over 
acts of benevolence and charity in obedience to the gospel 
command.  This may be misinterpreted as acts of enticement, 
and fall ing within the definition of “allurement” in the bill , 
making it an offence.  
 

The Supreme Court concluded that some clauses were 
inconsistent with certain articles of the Sri Lanka Constitution, 
as well as the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and 
International Covenant of Civil and Politi cal Rights (ICCPR), 
on which the Constitution is based.   
 

While the right to freedom of religion guaranteed in the 
international covenants and the constitution includes the right 
to adopt the religion or belief and entails the right to change 
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one's religion, the proposed Bill seeks to prohibit  conversions 
from one religion to another by the use of force or allurement. 
 

Subsequent to the Supreme Court decision, the JHU is 
considering to either remove the controversial clauses in the 
bill , or attempt to present it without amendment and try for a 
majority vote in the Parliament. 
 

Meanwhile, the draft Act presented by the Minister has been 
put on hold. 
 

Source: Caritas Sri Lanka – SEDEC, Human Rights Unit 
 

Thailand 
Inter-faith Activities with CCJP 
Since the beginning of the year, the Catholic Commission for 
Justice and Peace (CCJP) Thailand has co-ordinated several 
activities with Buddhist and Islamic religious organisations.  
They discussed on the current situation, possibil ities of 
collaboration, and a common action plan.  The following are 
some seminars that were held. 
 

A seminar entitiled, "DO NOT ALLOW VIOLENCE IN THE 
SOUTH TO BE RELIGIOUS CONFLICT" was held on 28 
January at the ª14 October 73 Monument.º  It focused on 
preventing the violence in the South from becoming a religious 
conflict.  The panel discussion was led by representatives of 3 
religions. 
 

Venerable Kittisak Kittisopano, a Buddhist monk from  Sekiya 
Dharma, warned that if the violence in the South is not handled 
properly, it can ignite interreligious conflict.  Instead of using 
brute power and violence, as done by the government to 
resolve the issue, he advised followers of different religions to 
come together and use their religious teachings to avoid crisis. 
 

Fr. Vichai Phokthavi, secretary of the Commission for Justice 
and Peace, representing Christianity, warned that instigators of 
the violence are aiming to use religion as a tool to achieve their 
objectives.  He advised that to keep the pain and violence from 
spreading, there is a need for healing.  The government must 
deal decisively with the perpetrators and bring them to justice. 
 

Mr. Somdej Muslae of the Council of Muslim Organizations of 
Thailand also urged the government to move decisively and  
justly to prevent the violence from escalating into interreligious 
conflict.  He cautioned people not to fall prey to the aim of the 
instigators in such conflicts. 
 

After the seminar, a press conference was held to condemn the 
violence and to call for solidarity and a solution based on 
religious teachings. 
 
A seminar on "ENTERTAINMENT COMPLEX FROM 
BUDDHIST, CHRISTIAN AND MUSLIM PERSPECTIVES" 
was co-organized with Sekiya Dharma Group, Metta Dharma 
Raksa Foundation, Komol Keamthong Foundation and the 
Senate Commission on Social Development and Human 
Security on 8 February, at the Thammasat University.   
 

Panelists included Maha Jerm Suwajo from Metta Dharma 
Raksa Foundation; Professor Jermasak Pinthong of the Senate 
Commission Social Development and Human Security, and Fr. 
Vichai Phokthavi of the CCJP.  They shared ideas on the 
impact of the government's initiative to liberalise casinos on 
society from the Buddhist, Christian and Muslim perspectives.   
 

They also shared their concern that liberalization would create 
social problems.  They feared that gambling would attract 
people to be addicted and suggested that the state should not 
only look at pure economic interest when formulating such 
policies. 
 

A seminar on "CURBING SOUTHERN FIRE FROM MUSLIM 
PERSPECTIVE" was held at the ª14 October 73 Monumentº  
on 22 April , to help people understand better the current 
situation in the 3 Muslim provinces, from the perspective of 
politi cians and academics. 
 

The following recommendations were proposed: 
- Southern state agencies need to learn and understand 

differences in faith, culture and religions with respect, 
before going to work there. 

- State agencies should cooperate with local politi cians in 
order to mutually solve the problems. 

- The Faithful should work together to solve the crisis. 
 

There were 80 participants, including priests, nuns, and lay 
Christians, Buddhists and Muslims, and the media. 
 
INTER-FAITH EXPOSURE PROGRAMS ON THE 
SOUTHERN VIOLENCE 
Representatives of the Catholic Commission for Justice and 
Peace (CCJP), and Sekiya Dharma (group of Buddhist monks 
engaged in social and environmental concerns), joined Muslim 
scholars and community leaders from Pattani for an inter-
religious dialogue on 26 July.  It was held at the Islamic 
college of Songkla Nakarin University in Pattani, 770 km 
south of Bangkok.    
 

They also visited the local Kruese Mosque, where Thai soldiers 
kill ed 32 men on 28 April , in pursuit of alleged Islamic 
milit ants after attacks that morning on army and police posts.  
The visitors talked to vill agers living around the mosque. 
 

After the visit, the participants agreed that religious leaders and 
workers could learn much about a particular religion by living 
for a period of time in a community with followers of that 
religion.  Such exposure programs could also help religious 
leaders experience other religions and how their followers 
apply religion in their daily li fe, in order to help ease 
misunderstanding and increase collaboration for peace among 
religions. 
  

Source: Catholic Commission for Justice and Peace (CCJP) 
 
Human Rights Education in Catholic Schools 
A seminar on Human Rights Education was held on 20 
February at the Chantaburi Diocesan Centre.  It was organized 
by the CCJP for school administrators, teachers, the education 
desk, pastoral and student affairs desk from various diocesan 
organizations.  It aimed to help participants understand and be 
aware of a need for human rights education, and play a role in 
promoting human rights education in educational institutions.  
Topics presented by Asst. Professor Dr. Walai Na Pompetch 
included human rights concept, human rights education and 
practice of human rights in educational institutions.  
 

Another Human Rights Education workshop was held on 17-
20 March, at the Santi Vitthaya School, Chiangrai.  There were 
88 participants.  The first part of the training providing 
understanding on basic rights, was given by Mr. Pairote 
Polpetch and Mr. Sarawut Pratoomrat.  This part included 
topics on human rights in our li fe, human dignity, the principle 
of equality, women's rights and rights of the child.  The second 
part, on integration of human rights into the teaching plan, 
given by Asst. Professor Dr. Walai Na Pompetch, included 
topics on human rights in educational institutions, integration 
of human rights into the teaching plan, development of 
teaching plans, as well as presenting and improving teaching 
plans for application. 
 

On 21 April , the CCJP gave a presentation on ªHuman Rights 
in Catholic Educational Institutionsº at the St. Joseph 
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Uppatham School, at the invitation of the school's non-formal 
and leisure education desk.  The objective was to support 
teachers to understand principles on organisation of 
educational direction along new theories, so that they could 
provide learning process for children on ªhuman rights in 
Catholic educational institutionsº properly, correctly and 
effectively.  There were 27 participants, who are members of 
non-formal education organising committee, teachers in 
student affairs desk and interested people from Education 
Department of Archdiocese of Bangkok. 
 

The CCJP also co-organised public discussions on ªFree Trade 
Agreement: Trend and Impacts on Catholic Schoolsº with the 
Social Ongoing Formation Centre and the Catholic 
Commission for Human Development on 28 June.  The aim 
was to share ideas on the role and function of education in 
Catholic schools and the impact of free trade agreements on 
various sectors.  The seminar also wanted to identify a 
common stand to reaff irm the Christian spirit in Catholic 
educational system. 
 

Source: Catholic Commission for Justice and Peace (CCJP) 
 

Events 
The following reports of events are excerpts from various 
sources and information channeled to ACPP-Hotline Asia.  
 

Thanksgiving for ACPP's 25 Years of Service for Justice 
and Peace in Asia 
The 25th Anniversary thanksgiving mass of Asian Center for 
Progress of Peoples (ACPP) was celebrated by Hong Kong 
Bishop Joseph Zen Ze-kiun and ACPP member, Fr James 
Hurley SJ, on 18 October 2004.  Former staff , friends and 
supporters attended the celebration at the Hong Kong Catholic 
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception. 
 

Since 1979, ACPP has been working to promote the dignity of 
people in Asia as inspired by the Catholic Church's rich 
tradition of social teaching, while responding to the needs of 
grassroots organizations.  For 25 years, ACPP has brought 
Hong Kong and Asian people together to give solidarity 
support for local justice and peace efforts in Asia, mainly 
through Urgent Appeals, networking and providing education 
supplements and training. 
 

Friends in Hong Kong, as well as in other countries in Asia, 
have recognized ACPP through Urgent Appeals and 
networking activities of Hotline Asia project. 
 

In the coming years, ACPP hopes to continue to build on its 
achievements amidst the ever-changing situation in Asia.  
Recognizing the importance of people's participation in 
building justice and peace in the society, greater local support - 
in time, talent and resources – will be sought.   
 

During the vote of thanks, it was noted that ACPP was founded 
by a lay person, Mr. Peter Cheung Ka Hing, a religious female, 
Sr. Helene O'Sullivan MM and a religious male, Fr. Eugene 
Thalman MM.  Special mention was given to Bishop Zen, 
Bishop of Hong Kong, the Maryknoll Sisters, Maryknoll 
Fathers and Brothers, and other religious congregations, like 
CICM and the Jesuits, and the Justice and Peace Commissions 
of Hong Kong and around Asia, for their prayers and support 
from the beginning.  ACPP also acknowledges the strong 
support and solidarity of individuals and non-governmental 
organizations in Hong Kong and overseas. 
 

Other related articles: 
http://sundayex.catholic.org.hk/hk/hk041024.html 
http://sundayex.catholic.org.hk/fe/fe041024.html 

 

Asian Civil Society Forum (ASCF) 2004 
The ACSF, organized by the CONGO Working Group on Asia 
(WGOA) in cooperation with several regional NGOs in Asia, 
and UN bodies, was held on 21-25 November 2005 at the UN 
Conference Centre (UNCC) inside the UN Economic and 
Social Council i n Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) in Bangkok, 
Thailand.  Discussions and topics included speeches and 
presentations of selected documents on Millennium 
Declaration +5 and discussion on four main topics: 

1) Democracy and Human Rights 
2) Peace and Human Security 
3) Environment and Sustainable Development 
4) Trade and Finance  

 

Participants were also encouraged to bring materials, like 
brochures, newsletters, publications, and other materials for 
display, exhibition and sale during the Forum.  
 

Thirteen other meetings were held prior to and after the ACSF 
2004 in Bangkok.  These included the Christian Social 
Advocacy (CSA) Workshop and Regional Consultation 
organized by Pax Romana ICMICA Asia Pacific, the 
Advocacy Workshop on UN HR Mechanisms organized by 
Forum Asia, and General Agreements on Trade and Services 
(GATS) organized by Migrant Forum in Asia (MFA). 
 

For more information regarding, please visit:  www.acsf.info   
 

16 Days of Activism Against Gender Violence 
The Good Shepherd Social Justice Network in Australia / New 
Zealand is organizing a worldwide ª16 Days Campaignº to 
contribute to “ overcoming violence against women and 
children.”   In this connection, the Good Shepherd Social 
Justice Office in Melbourne, Australia has prepared a 
reflection sheet and is inviting collaborators to join them and 
others around the world, to share this reflection and action, 
starting from 25 November (International Day for the 
Elimination of Violence Against Women) to 10 December 
(International Human Rights Day). 
 

The campaign originates from the first Women's Global 
Leadership in 1991, choosing dates to symbolically link 
violence against women as a violation of human rights.  This 
16-day period also highlights other significant dates including 
World AIDS Day (1 December), the anniversary of the 
Montreal Massacre (6 Dec), days commemorating women 
migrant workers (4 Dec) and women from the cultural 
minorities who suffer violence and injustice (7 Dec). 
 

This year, 2004, the theme is ªFor the Health of Women, For 
the Health of the World: No More Violenceº There is also a 
special campaign called ªOn the Wings of a Doveº addressed 
to the churches, initiated by the World Council of Churches.  It 
shares the 16-Days and aims to engage the churches in 
practical responses to overcoming violence and highlight 
actions for church communities. 
 

For more information or access to resource kits, please visit: 
http://www.cwgl.rutgers.edu/16days/about.html 
http://sites.ecosse.net/wcc.dov-women 
 
JPW meeting in Rawalpindi, February 2005 
The Sixth Networking Meeting of Catholic Justice and Peace 
Workers (JPW) in Asia wil l be convened at the Christian Study 
Centre, Rawalpindi, Pakistan on 6-11 February 2005.  It will 
be hosted by the National Commission for Justice and Peace – 
Pakistan (NCJP), which will celebrate its 20th anniversary on 6 
February.  This year, the theme is ªPakistan in the Changing 
Global Scenario.º The meeting aims to show solidarity with 
Pakistan by studying the Pakistani model of human rights 
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work, and its relevance in the social context.  It includes 
exposures to various sectors in the community.  
 

International Human Rights Training Program 2005 
The 26th International Human Rights Training Program 
(IHRTP), organized by the Canadian human Rights 
Foundation, will be held at Ste-Anne-de-Bellevue, Québec, 
Canada, on 12 June - 1 July 2005.    
 

IHRTP is intended for human rights educators, with the goal of 
strengthening the capacity of human rights organizations to 
undertake human rights education and aimed at building a 
global culture of human rights.  The curriculum is based on 
principles of adult experiential learning, in which participants 
and facilitators engage in a process of mutual teaching and 
learning.   
 

The application form, which provides a detailed description, 
can be downloaded at the web site: www.chrf.ca.  The deadline 
for receiving applications is 26 January 2005.  
 

For queries and further information: ihrtp@chrf.ca  
 

Resources 
Examination of Conscience for International Day of Peace 
Let us recall in the silence of our hearts our role in causing 
division and brokenness: 
Do I recognize the dignity of all people? 
Do I allow God to speak to me through the lives of the 
impoverished and marginalized? 
Do I strive to remove barriers between people? 
Do I play my part in creating a fair and just global society? 
Do I challenge unjust systems and structures? 
Do I use the earth©s resources wisely? 
Do I allow society to degrade and dehumanize people? 
Do I speak out when others are fearful, oppressed or treated 
unfairly? 
Do I work to influence my country©s foreign and domestic 
policies? 
Do I work for peace not only in my community or country, but 
also throughout the world? 
 

Adapted from a reconcili ation prayer service by CAFOD 
 
 

Reflection on Social Justice Sunday, 26 September 
The ACSJC has produced the ªCatholic Liturgical Resources 
for the Social Justice Sunday 2004º.  The theme is ªPeace be 
with you ± Cultivating a Culture of Peace.º  It comes with a 
leaflet containing ten steps towards cultivating a culture of 
peace, which suggests steps that individuals and members of 
our famili es and communities can take to start cultivating 
peace within the heart and encourage others to participate in 
bringing peace to the world. 
 

The steps go from becoming informed to cultivating active 
non-violence as a way of li fe and participating in family and 
community peacemaking and being peaceful caretakers of the 
earth.  A Prayer card is also prepared for personal prayer in 
schools and parishes and for family and group prayer. 
 

For more details please contact: Australian Catholic Social 
Justice Council (e-mail: admin@acsjc.org.au) 
web site: www.socialjustice.catholic.org.au 
 

The National Council of Churches has also produced an 
ecumenical resource kit for Social Justice Sunday.  The title is 
ªSecurity at all costs? A Christian Reflection on where to draw 
the line.º 
 

Copies of this kit are available from:  
National Council of Churches in Australia 

379 Kent Street, Sydney, NSW 2000 
Phone: (61) 2-9299-2215 Fax: (61) 2-9262-4514 
 

Or can be downloaded from the web site: 
http://www.ncca.org.au/departments/social_justice_network  
 

Issues of Concern 
Mili tary Bases in Okinawa 
Near the northeastern Okinawa Island fishing port of Nago, 
Japan, 50 men and women in their 60s through their 90s have 
been staging a daytime sit-in at a makeshift camp, for more 
than 200 days.  They hope to block the central government 
from constructing an offshore joint U.S. military-civil airport, 
off Nago©s Henoko coastal district and have vowed to continue 
their struggle until the base construction is halted.  Thousands 
of people have participated in the eight and a half-year 
encampment at the small fishing port at Henoko, near the 
proposed site for the new US Milit ary base, located atop a 
healthy coral reef in Okinawa. 
 

Once underway, construction is estimated to take 18 years to 
complete.  It also threatens to destroy the coral reef, 
surrounding marine life and coastal area, irreversibly affecting 
the relationship between the nearby communities and the bay. 
 

The planned military base is expected to replace the helicopter 
operations of the U.S. Marine Corps Futenma Air Station 
which is dangerously located in the center of crowded 
Ginowan City.  The site is part of a 1996 agreement between 
Japan and the United States to return the Futenma land to 
Japan after an alternative facility is built in Okinawa.   
 

However, Okinawans claim that the construction of a new base 
on Okinawa wil l not reduce the US mil itary©s burden on 
Okinawa, but rather strengthen US milit ary capabiliti es here 
and ensure the presence on the island indefinitely. 
 

If built, it will be the US military©s 38th installation on 
Okinawa, in addition to the 20 air spaces and 29 sea zones 
under US milit ary control there. 
 

Despite the opposition, Japan©s Defense Facilities 
Administration Bureau (DFAB), the agency overseeing the 
construction of the air base, announced that it will begin initial 
drilli ng of the seabed on 16 November 2004. 
 

The Okinawans are joined by others in opposition: 
- Nago City residents have voted against the proposed base 

in a citizens© referendum and recent polls show 93% of all 
Okinawans oppose construction of the air base.  

- Over 400 US organizations signed a resolution call ing on 
both governments to abandon the project. 

- 889 coral reef experts also condemned the proposed air 
base project. 

- the proposed location for the offshore air base has 
garnered widespread criticism from engineers and 
architects because Henoko Bay is located in Okinawa©s 
"typhoon alley" which will require tremendous amounts of 
fresh water to prevent saltwater damage to aircraft and 
other equipment on the base. 

- Local organizations are calli ng for messages to the 
Japanese and US governments to respect Okinawans© 
democratically expressed will and abandon construction of 
the base at Henoko. 

 

The eight-year opposition at Henoko intensified on 19 April 
2004 when the DFAB tried to begin drill ing of the seabed.  
After completely preventing DFAB©s work for five months, the 
local struggle moved out into the bay on 9 September when the 
DFAB entered the bay from another port and began initial 
preparations for the drilli ng. 
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When a US Marine transport helicopter from Futenma air base 
crashed into a residential neighbourhood in Ginowan on 13 
August, the Japanese government responded by insisting that 
construction of the new base get underway immediately so that 
Futenma can be closed. 
 

In response, the Okinawans are outraged that the government 
has used the crash to impose the new base, pointing out that 
residents of Nago and especially several coastal vill ages live 
directly in the flight paths of the proposed air base. 
 

75% of all US milit ary bases in Japan are located in Okinawa. 
Even after ending its 27-year postwar occupation of Okinawa 
in 1972, the US continues to take advantage of the systematic 
discrimination of the Okinawans by the Japanese government, 
institutionalized via Japan©s formal colonization of the Ryukyu 
Kingdom in 1879. 
 

Source: People's Plan Study Group (PPSG)  
 

JPW Exchange Corner 
 

From the Phili ppines to Papua New Guinea 
Sr. Yel, a Canossian Sister from the Phili ppines, who has been 
actively involved in JPW meetings in previous years, has been 
assigned to Papua New Guinea (PNG) since July 2004.  Before 
moving to PNG, she was very active in the work of Justice, 
Peace & Integrity of Creation, Association of Major Religious 
Superiors Phili ppines (JPICC-AMRSP) and Canossian JPIC.  
Now, she is assisting the Port Moresby archdiocese's 
HIV/AIDS program, doing counsell ing, giving awareness 
talks, carrying out documentation and helping to run a mobile 
clinic for marginalized sectors.  She is also conceptualizing a 
health education program for them.   
 

Among all these, she is still very active in justice and peace 
work: she is currently the Executive team secretary of the 
Forum for JPIC of the Federation of Religious in Papua New 
Guinea-Solomon Islands, which was newly re-organized in 
September 2004. 
 
 

A New Confession of Chr ist 
A statement signed by more than 200 theologians and ethicists, 
names five key points of Jesus© teachings.   The current 
climate, where violence is too easily accepted, and the roles of 
God, church, and nation too easily confused, calls for a new 
"confession" of Christ. 
 

The first principle states that Jesus Christ, as attested in Holy 
Scripture, knows no national boundaries.  Allegiance to Christ 
takes priority over national identity.  No politi cal or religious 
leader has the right to twist the scriptures in the service of war. 
 

Christ commits Christians to a strong presumption against war.  
The destructiveness of modern warfare strengthens this 
obligation.  Christians have a responsibili ty to speak out for the 
victims and explore every alternative before a nation goes to 
war, to be committed to international cooperation rather than 
unilateral policies.  Idea that war on terrorism takes precedence 
over ethical and legal norms, should be rejected.  Torture, 
deliberate bombing of civilians and the use of indiscriminate 
weapons of mass destruction, should never be done. 
 

The distinction between good and evil does not run between 
one nation and another, or one group and another.  It runs 
straight through every human heart.  
 

Christ shows us that enemy-love is the heart of the gospel.  We 
are to show love to our enemies, which does not mean 
capitulating to hostile agendas or domination.  It means 
refusing to demonize any human being created in God©s image.   

Therefore, the teaching that any human being can be defined as 
outside the law©s protection should be rejected.  Demonization 
of perceived enemies, only paves the way to abuse, and 
mistreatment of prisoners. 
 

Christ teaches us that humili ty is the virtue befitting forgiven 
sinners.  The false teaching that "those who are not for the 
United States politi cally are against it" should be rejected. 
  

The Lord Jesus Christ cannot be set aside by any earthly 
power. His words may not be distorted for propagandistic 
purposes. No nation-state may usurp the place of God.  
 

In its conclusion, the statement urges that acknowledging these 
truths is indispensable for followers of Christ.  These principles 
should be remembered in making decisions as citizens.  
"Peacemaking is central to our vocation in a troubled world 
where Christ is Lord." 
 

A copy of the full statement can be found at: 
http://www.sojo.net/index.cfm?action=action.election&item=c
onfession_signers   
 

Source: Sojourners www.sojo.net  
 
 

Know your Computer: E-mails to Avoid 
Viruses are not the only scary things about e-mails.  This 
article wil l share some examples of emails that are very 
common, but can fool anyone, even the experts in computers. 
 

Recently, there are many emails that claim to be from banks 
like Citibank or HSBC.  However, when you click on the link 
that the emails provide, it redirects you to an e-commerce site 
that looks just like the real site, but exists only to collect credit 
card information.  Many unaware browsers have lost lot of 
money by trusting these e-mails with their login names and 
passwords.  The best way to avoid such loss is to check first, 
by typing the website address of the bank in your browser 
directly, rather than following links from e-mails.  This is also 
good for checking the information in the e-mail against the real 
web site.  Remember, real banks do not send out emails asking 
people to input their credit card and personal information. 
 

Another type of false e-mail which has been around for some 
time usually starts with the introduction of a person, and then 
says how that person inherited a large amount of money from 
someone who recently expired.  There can be slight variations 
to these stories, but the conclusion is always the same.  They 
will want to deposit a large amount of money in your bank 
account, and will offer to share the amount.  However, once 
they obtain your bank account information, all your money in 
the account will be withdrawn.  The best way to avoid this loss 
is to ignore these e-mails and delete them.  Do NOT trust e-
mails that ask you to give your personal or bank information. 
 

The third and most annoying (but does not have as big 
consequences as the ones above) is the one which offers 
wishes, money (from big companies), etc. if the e-mail is 
forwarded to multiple recipients.  This is not true and there is 
no proven way in which forwarding e-mails can be traced by 
the sender.  Please don't forward these e-mails and flood your 
friends' mailboxes - unless, of course, if they are appeals sent 
by organizations that you know and trust J ! 
 

Hope these tips are useful! 
 

Sharing from a computer user 
 
 

===== 
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