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A Silent Moment

“Peace s not merely the dsence of war.

Nor can it be reduced solely to the maintenance
of abalance of power between enemies.

Nor isit brought about by dictatorship.

Instead, it is rightly and appropriately cdled

‘an enterprise of justice' (Is. 32.7).
Peaceresults from that harmony

built i nto human society by its divine founder,
and adualized by people

asthey thirst after ever greder justice”

Seoond Vatican Council, Gaudium et Sges, #78

O God, on this day, the International Day of Peace
we remember that war and violence ontinue

to maim, kill and destroy.

Hundreds of thousands of human beings

look at their sisters and brothers

over the barrels of guns, cannans and missil es.
Help usto hea your voicethat counsels
forgiveness compassion, patience and dialogue.
Help usto "thirst after ever greder justice”

so that we might contribute to a peacéul world.
Help usto aa on behalf of peace

not only today, but all of the days of our life.

from Prayer Servicefor the Internationd Day of Peace
devedoped by CAFOD http://www.cafod.org.uk

What’s Going On in Asia?

India

National Training on RBA and PeaceBuilding

The nine-day National Training on Rights Based Approach to
Social Advocacy and Peace Building, organized by the
National Commission for Justice Peace ad Development
(NCJPD), was successfully held on 22 - 31 August 2004 at the
Indian Social Ingtitute, Bangal ore.

There were 37 participants, representing 12 regions of the
National Justice and PeaceCommission in the cuntry. Most
of them have alot of field experience with the poa and the
marginalized, and trained in law and sociad work. They
comprise of priests, religious and the laity of both genders.

During the first five days, the training was on the Rights Based
Approach (RBA) to social justice This part was fadlit ated by
ACPP with the following resource persons. Mr. Andre
Frankovits of Human Rights Council of Australia, Mr. Ravi
Nair of South Asian Human Rights Documentation Centre,
Ms. Ruth Manorama, and Dr. Vinod Vyasulu, from Bangalore.
The second part was a threeday training on PeaceBuilding
and Reawnciliation, fadlitated by Rev. William R. Healey,
Counsellor to Catholic Relief Services.

During the training there were detailed deliberations on issues
like Ddlits, Tribals, Food Seaurity, Discrimination against
Women, Ethnic Conflicts and several other pertinent issues of
Human Rights violationsin India

The participants were brought to consciousness about the
relevance of Human Rights and PeaceBuilding approaches at
the locd, regional and nationa level. They resolved to
continue networking with NGOs, civil society and strengthen
this very network creaed during this program.

Source CBCI Nationd Comrisson for Justice, Peace & Development

Japan

30th Annual National Convention of JCCJP

The 30" annual Convention o Japan Catholic Council for
Justice & Peace(JCCIP) was held at the Tokyo Cathedral on
9-11 October. Although the Catholic Church in Japan is only
0.3% of the 120 million population, this was the largest
national convention held every yea in Japan.

This yea, the cnvention was opened by a speda speech
made by Sr. Nancy Silvester from the USA on the theme of
"Globalizaion of Justice and Peace task confronting us'.
More than 500 mople dtended, including the Msgr. Ambrose
De Paoli, Apastolic Nuncio to Japan.

This was followed by concert of several music groups adively
promoting justice and peace ativities throughout the yea.
The theme of this evening concert was "to live together".

On the second day, more than 1,000 people took part in the
Sunday mass at the Tokyo St. Mary Cathedral. The main
cdebrant was Msgr. Peter OKADA, archbishop o Tokyo.

After the mass, participants from all over Japan went around
the Cathedral compound to participate in forums and view the
photo exhibiti ons, documentary films, and group performances
on the main stage, where the youth danced and sang locd
adion songs.



On the third day, 13 workshops were held, with input from
experts on the foll owing themes:
- Foreign residents in Japan from the perspedive of their
Human Rights;
abaliti on of the capital punishment system;
Domestic violence in traditionally familiar contexts of
Japanese family; and
The Catholic Church©s resporsibility in the Second World
War.

More than 2,000 rarticipated in these workshops, sharing
experiences in the discussons. It is expeded that most of the
themes, whether in rationa or international levels, will be
brought badk to the next national convention's workshops to
promote the national network. It was also noted that there
were many participants from non-Catholic groups, Buddhist
groups and citizen groups.

Source sharing by Fr. Fukamizu, JCCIP

Korea

Strugge against National Seaurity Law Continues

The Priests© Association for Justice started an indefinite hunger
strike on 18 November, for the @dlition o the National
Seaurity Law (NSL). It was held at the compound of Myong-
dong Cathedral, where migrant workers also commemorated
thefirst yea anniversary of their sit-in.

In their pressrelease, the priests gated that the abadlition o the
NSL would liberate the people spiritually and mentally.
Through the prayer gathering, they re-iterated their solidarity
with those who are suffering from the gplicaion of the NSL
and the people who have died as aresult of it.

Source local sources

Pakistan

Democratic Education Program

The National Commission for Justice and Peace (NCJP)
organized a “Training of Trainers’ (TOT) on 9-11 September
2004 in Lahore. TOT was the opening activity of the
Democratic Education Program (DEP), sponsored by Trocaire
- Ireland. The dm is to equip the participants with working
tools to organize, monitor, asessthe adivities of the DEP and
develop skills for fadlitating seminars, workshops, meeings.

There were 16 participants facilitated by Mr. Samson Joseph,
NCJP Program Coordinator. The 2 resource persons were Mr.
Peter Jacob, the NCJP Exeautive Seaetary and Mr. Rashid
Rehman, Advocate of Human Rights Commission of Pakistan.

Source The Mirror Update - NCIP

Peace Education Pil ot Project (PEPP)

The National Commission for Justice and Peace(NCJP) isaso
implementing a Peace Educaion Pilot Projed (PEPP) in
Lahore, Gujranwala and Rawal pindi.

The PEPP isaimed at:

1) Introducing tods of non-violent social adion to pdential
community leaders and to engage selected educaed individuals
in study of the philosophy of non-violence

2) Initiating a wider debate in the society to explore the
rational basis of non-violence, conflict resolution and peace
buil ding.

3) Interading with Church and secular organizaions in India
and Pakistan, and encourage peacebuilding between the two
nations at grassroot level.

Source The Mirror Update - NCIP

Phili ppines

Efforts aganst the Death Penalty

Following the re-instatement of deah penalty in December
2003 and a moratorium on exeautions until the end of 2004
the Justice Peace & Integrity of Credion, Assciation of
Major Religious Superiors Phili ppines (JPICC-AMRSP) has
organized a nationwide campaign aimed at moving towards the
abaliti on of the deah penalty in the ountry.

The JPICC-AMRSP are airrently approaching lawyers for
their legal opinion on the issue of the adlition of the deah
penalty law campaign, as there ae talks again abou passng a
bill against the deah penalty and some more prison reforms.

As part of the aampaign, they are planning to cdl the
international community to help in advocacy on the issue.

Source JPICC-AMRSP

I nternational Day of Peace Activities

On 7 September 2001, the United Nations General Assembly
dedared 21 September to be aday of global ceasefire and nan-
violence All organizdions were invited to commemorate it
through education and public avareness and to cooperate with
the UN in lobbying for and establi shing a global ceasefire.

In this connedion, the Justice, Peace& Integrity of Creaion,

Assciation of Major Religious Superiors Phili ppines (JPICC-

AMRSP) organized the “I1DP-Phili ppines 24-hours for Peace”

Activities include the “Candles for Peace” ampaign, Peace
Film Festival, PeacePostcard and “Pil grimage and Candlelight

Vigil for Peace” The event aims to demonstrate the power of

the Filipino people united in prayer and struggle for peace ad

nornrviolence For 24 hours, everyone within each person’s
home, community and stred is encouraged to make an effort to

stop every thought and ad that is unkind, hostile, violent and

evil, and be aware of al the violent corflict that is already

present throughout the world.

Source: JPICC-AMRSP

Sri Lanka

Right to Religious Freedom Chall enged

Two separate atempts were made receitly to challenge
religious freedom in the country. In the first attempt, the
Jathika Hela Urumaya (JHU) forwarded a bill: " Prohibition of
Forcible Religious Conversions Bill * which was gazdted on 28
May 2004 The second attempt was a draft Act: "Act for the
protedion of Religious Freedom" presented to the cainet by
Minister Hon. Rathnasiri Wickramanayake in June 2004

In response, 21 petitions were presented to the Supreme Court,
challenging the mnstitutionality of the JHU Bill. Among thase
who petitioned were Civil Rights groups, individuals, and His
Lordship Bishop Frank Marcus Fernando d Chilaw.

One of the amncerns over the bill i s the unclea distinction over
ads of benevolence and charity in obedience to the gospel
command. This may be misinterpreted as ads of enticement,
and falling within the definition of “alurement” in the bhill,
making it an offence

The Supreme Court concluded that some dauses were
inconsistent with certain articles of the Sri Lanka Constitution,
as well as the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and
International Covenant of Civil and Politicd Rights (ICCPR),
on which the Constitution is based.

While the right to freedom of religion gueranteed in the
international covenants and the congtitution includes the right
to adopt the religion or belief and entails the right to change



one's religion, the proposed Bill seeks to prohibit conversions
from one religion to another by the use of force or all urement.

Subsequent to the Supreme Court dedsion, the JHU is
considering to either remove the mntroversial clauses in the
bill, or attempt to present it without amendment and try for a
majority vote in the Parliament.

Meawhile, the draft Act presented by the Minister has been
put on hold.

Source Caritas i Lanka — SEDEC, Human Rights Unit

Thailand

I nter-faith Activities with CCJP

Since the beginning of the year, the Catholic Commission for
Justice and Peace(CCJP) Thailand has co-ordinated several
adivities with Buddhist and Islamic religious organisations.
They discussed on the current situation, posshilities of
collaboration, and a cmmon adion plan. The following are
some seminars that were held.

A seminar entitiled, "DO NOT ALLOW VIOLENCE IN THE
SOUTH TO BE RHE.IGIOUS CONFLICT" was held on 28
January at the 214 October 73 Monument.® It focused on
preventing the violence in the South from becoming areligious
conflict. The panel discussion was led by representatives of 3
religions.

Venerable Kittisak Kittisopano, a Buddhist monk from Sekiya
Dharma, warned that if the violencein the South is not handled
properly, it can ignite interreligious conflict. Instead of using
brute power and violence as done by the government to
resolve the issue, he advised foll owers of different religions to
come together and use their religious teachings to avoid crisis.

Fr. Vichai Phokthavi, seaetary of the Commission for Justice
and Peace representing Christianity, warned that instigators of
the violence ae damingto use religion as atoadl to achieve their
objedives. He alvised that to ke the pain and violence from
spreading, there is a need for heding. The government must
ded dedsively with the perpetrators and bring them to justice.

Mr. Somdegl Muslaeof the Council of Muslim Organizations of
Thailand also urged the government to move dedsively and
justly to prevent the violence from escdating into interreli gious
conflict. He cautioned people not to fall prey to the am of the
instigators in such conflicts.

After the seminar, a pressconference was held to condemn the
violence and to cdl for solidarity and a solution based on
religiousteadings.

A seminar on "ENTERTAINMENT COMPLEX FROM
BUDDHIST, CHRISTIAN AND MUSLIM PERSPECTIVES'
was co-organized with Sekiya Dharma Group, Metta Dharma
Raksa Foundation, Komol Keamthong Foundation and the
Senate Commission on Socia Development and Human
Seaurity on 8 February, at the Thammasat University.

Panelists included Maha Jerm Suwajo from Metta Dharma
Raksa Foundation; Professor Jermasak Pinthong of the Senate
Commission Socia Development and Human Security, and Fr.
Vichai Phokthavi of the CCIP. They shared ideas on the
impad of the government's initiative to liberalise cainos on
society from the Buddhist, Christian and Muslim perspedives.

They also shared their concern that liberali zation would create
social problems. They feaed that gambling would attract
people to be aldicted and suggested that the state should not
only look at pure emnomic interest when formulating such
palicies.

A seminar on"CURBING SOUTHERN FIRE FFOM MUSLIM
PERSPECTIVE' was held at the 214 October 73 Monument®
on 22 April, to help people understand hbetter the arrent
situation in the 3 Muslim provinces, from the perspedive of
paliti cians and acalemics.

The foll owing recommendations were propaosed:

- Southern state agencies need to lean and understand
differences in faith, culture and religions with resped,
before going to work there.

- State agencies should cooperate with locd pdliticians in
order to mutually solve the problems.

- The Faithful should work together to solve the aisis.

There were 80 participants, including priests, nuns, and lay
Chrigtians, Buddhists and Muslims, and the media

INTER-FAITH EXPOSURE PROGRAMS ON THE
SOUTHERN VIOLENCE

Representatives of the Catholic Commisgon for Justice and
Peace(CCJIP), and Sekiya Dharma (group of Buddhist monks
engaged in social and environmental concerns), joined Muslim
scholars and community leaders from Pattani for an inter-
religious dialogue on 26 July. It was held at the Islamic
college of Songkla Nakarin University in Pattani, 770 km
south of Bangkok.

They aso visited the locd Kruese Mosque, where Thai soldiers
killed 32 men on 28 April, in pursuit of aleged Idamic
milit ants after attacks that morning on army and pdice posts.
The visitors talked to vill agers living around the mosqgue.

After the visit, the participants agreed that religious leaders and
workers could learn much about a particular religion by living
for a period o time in a cmmunity with followers of that
religion. Such exposure programs could also help religious
leaders experience other religions and how their followers
apply religion in their daily life, in order to help ease
misunderstanding and increase mllaboration for peaceamong
religions.

Source Cathalic Commission for Justice and Peace (CCJP)

Human Rights Education in Catholic Schools

A seminar on Human Rights Educdion was held on 20
February at the Chantaburi Diocesan Centre. It was organized
by the CCJP for school administrators, teaders, the education
desk, pastoral and student affairs desk from various diocesan
organizdions. It aimed to help participants understand and be
aware of a need for human rights education, and pay arolein
promoting human rights education in educational institutions.
Topics presented by Asg. Profesor Dr. Walai Na Pompetch
included human rights concept, human rights educaion and
pradice of human rightsin educaional institutions.

Another Human Rights Education workshop was held on 17-
20 March, at the Santi Vitthaya School, Chiangrai. There were
88 participants. The first part of the training providing
understanding on basic rights, was given by Mr. Pairote
Polpetch and Mr. Sarawut Pratoomrat. This part included
topics on human rightsin our life, human dignity, the principle
of equality, women's rights and rights of the child. The second
part, on integration of human rights into the teading plan,
given by Asd. Professor Dr. Walai Na Pompetch, included
topics on human rights in educdional institutions, integration
of human rights into the teading plan, development of
teading plans, as well as presenting and improving teading
plans for appli cation.

On 21 April, the CCJP gave apresentation an 3Human Rights
in Catholic Educaional Ingtitutions® a the St. Joseph



Uppatham Schodl, at the invitation of the schoadl's non-formal
and leisure elucaion desk. The objedive was to suppat
teadhers to understand principles on organisation of
educaional diredion along new theories, so that they could
provide leaning process for children on @human rights in
Catholic educaiona institutions® properly, corredly and
effectively. There were 27 participants, who are members of
non-formal educdion organising committeg teachers in
student affairs desk and interested people from Educaion
Department of Archdiocese of Bangkok.

The CCJP also co-organised public discussions on & reeTrade
Agreement: Trend and Impacts on Catholic Schoals® with the
Social Ongoing Formation Centre and the Cathdlic
Commission for Human Development on 28 June. The am
was to share ideas on the role and function of educdion in
Catholic schods and the impaad of free trade agreements on
various dors. The seminar also wanted to identify a
common stand to redfirm the Christian spirit in Catholic
educational system.

Source Cathdlic Commission for Justice and Peace (CCJP)

Events
The following reports of events are excerpts from various
sources and information channeled to ACPR-Hotline Asia.

Thanksgiving for ACPP's25Yearsof Servicefor Justice
and Peacein Asia

The 25" Anniversary thanksgiving mass of Asian Center for
Progress of Peoples (ACPP) was cdebrated by Hong Kong
Bishop Joseph Zen Ze-kiun and ACPP member, Fr James
Hurley SJ, on 18 October 2004 Former staff, friends and
supparters attended the cdebration at the Hong Kong Cathalic
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception.

Since 1979 ACPP has been working to promote the dignity of
people in Asia as inspired by the Catholic Church's rich
tradition of socia teading, while responding to the needs of
grasgoots organizations. For 25 yeas, ACPP has brought
Hong Kong and Asian people together to give solidarity
suppat for locd justice and peace #orts in Asia, mainly
through Urgent Appeds, networking and providing education
supplements and training.

Friends in Hong Kong, as well as in other countries in Asia,
have reocognized ACPP through Urgent Appeds and
networking adiviti es of Hotline Asia projed.

In the coming yeas, ACPP hopes to continue to build on its
adhievements amidst the ever-changing situation in Asia
Remgnizing the importance of people's participation in
building justice and peacein the society, greder locd suppart -
in time, talent and resources — will be sought.

During the vote of thanks, it was noted that ACPPwas founded
by alay person, Mr. Peter Cheung Ka Hing, areligious female,
Sr. Helene O'Sullivan MM and a religious male, Fr. Eugene
Thalman MM. Speda mention was given to Bishop Zen,
Bishop d Hong Kong, the Maryknoll Sisters, Maryknall
Fathers and Brothers, and ather religious congregations, like
CICM and the Jesuits, and the Justice and PeaceCommissons
of Hong Kong and around Asia, for their prayers and suppart
from the beginning. ACPP aso adknowledges the strong
suppat and solidarity of individuals and non-governmental
organizaionsin Hong Kong and oversess.

Other related articles:
http://sundayex.caholi c.org.hk/hk/hk041024html
http://sundayex.catholi c.org.hk/fe/fe041024html

Asian Civil Society Forum (ASCF) 2004
The ACSF, organized by the CONGO Working Group on Asia
(WGOA) in cooperation with several regiona NGOs in Asia,
and UN bodes, was held on 21-25 November 2005at the UN
Conference Centre (UNCC) inside the UN Economic and
Social Council in Asia and the Padfic (ESCAP) in Bangkok,
Thailand. Discussions and topics included speedes and
presentations of seleded documents on  Millennium
Dedaration +5 and discusson an four main topics:

1) Democracy and Human Rights

2) Peace ad Human Seaurity

3) Environment and Sustainable Devel opment

4) Trade and Finance

Participants were dso encouraged to hring materias, like
brochures, newsletters, publications, and other materials for
display, exhibition and sale during the Forum.

Thirteen other meetings were held prior to and after the ACSF
2004 in Bangkok. These included the Christian Social
Advocecy (CSA) Workshop and Regional Consultation
organized by Pax Romana ICMICA Asa Padfic, the
Advocacy Workshop an UN HR Medhanisms organized by
Forum Asia, and General Agreements on Trade and Services
(GATYS) organized by Migrant Forumin Asia (MFA).

For more information regarding, please visit: www.acsf.info

16 Days of Activism Against Gender Violence

The Good Shepherd Social Justice Network in Australia/ New
Zedand is organizing a worldwide 216 Days Campaigr’ to
contribute to “overcoming violence aganst women and
children.” In this connedion, the Good Shepherd Social
Justice Office in Melbourne, Australia has prepared a
refledion shed and is inviting collaborators to join them and
others around the world, to share this refledion and adion,
starting from 25 November (International Day for the
Elimination of Violence Against Women) to 10 December
(International Human Rights Day).

The canmpaign originates from the firss Women's Global
Leadership in 1991, choosing dates to symbalicdly link
violence against women as a violation of human rights. This
16-day period aso highlights other significant dates including
World AIDS Day (1 December), the anniversary of the
Montred Massaae (6 Deg, days commemorating women
migrant workers (4 Ded and women from the cultura
minoriti es who suffer violence and injustice (7 Ded).

This yea, 2004 the theme is #or the Hedth of Women, For
the Hedth of the World: No More Violence® There is aso a
spedal campaign cdled 20n the Wings of a Dove® aldressed
to the churches, initiated by the World Council of Churches. It
shares the 16-Days and aims to engage the churches in
pradicd responses to overcoming violence and highlight
aaions for church communities.

For more information or access to resourcekits, please visit:
http://www.cwgl .rutgers.edu/16days/about.html
http://sites.easse.net/wcc.dov-women

JPW meding in Rawalpindi, February 2005

The Sixth Networking Meding of Catholic Justice axd Peace
Workers (JPW) in Asiawill be convened at the Christian Study

Centre, Rawalpindi, Pakistan on 6-11 February 2005 It will

be hosted by the National Commission for Justice and Peace—
Pakistan (NCJP), which will celebrate its 20th anniversary on 6

February. This yea, the theme is @akistan in the Changing

Global Scenario.® The meeting aims to show solidarity with

Pakistan by studying the Pakistani model of human rights



work, and its relevance in the social context. It includes

exposures to various ctorsin the ommunity.

International Human Rights Training Program 2005
The 26th International Human Rights Training Program
(IHRTP), organized by the Canadian human Rights
Foundation, will be held at Ste-Anne-de-Bellevue, Québec,
Canada, on 12 June - 1 July 2005.

IHRTP isintended for human rights educators, with the goal of
strengthening the caadty of human rights organizations to
undertake human rights educaion and aimed at building a
global culture of human rights. The airriculum is based on
principles of adult experiential leaning, in which participants
and fadlitators engage in a process of mutua teaching and
leaning.

The gplicaion form, which provides a detailed description,
can be downloaded at the web site: www.chrf.ca The deadline
for recaving applicaionsis 26 January 2005

For queries and further information: ihrtp@chrf.ca

Resources

Examination of Consciencefor International Day of Peace
Let us recdl in the silence of our heats our role in causing
division and brokenness:

Do | reaognizethe dignity of all people?

Do | alow God to spe&k to me through the lives of the
impoverished and marginali zed?

Do | strive to remove barriers between people?

Do | play my part in creding afair and just global society?

Do | challenge unjust systems and structures?

Do | usethe eath©s resources wisely?

Do | alow society to degrade and dehumanize people?

Do | spe&k out when others are feaful, oppressed o treated
unfairly?

Do | work to influence my country©s foreign and damestic
palicies?

Do | work for peacenot only in my community or country, but
also throughout the world?

Adapted from a reconcili ation prayer serviceby CAFOD

Refledion on Social Justice Sunday, 26 September

The ACSIC has produced the Tatholic Liturgicd Resources
for the Social Justice Sunday 2004. The theme is #Peacebe
with you * Cultivating a Culture of Peace® It comes with a
ledlet containing ten steps towards cultivating a adlture of
peace which suggests geps that individuals and members of
our families and communities can take to start cultivating
peacewithin the heat and encourage others to participate in
bringing peaceto the world.

The steps go from becming informed to cultivating active
non-violence & a way of life and participating in family and
community pea@making and being peacéul caretakers of the
eath. A Prayer card is also prepared for personal prayer in
schoolsand parishes and for family and group prayer.

For more details please cntad: Australian Catholic Social
Justice Council (e-mail: admin@acsjc.org.au)
web site: www.socialjustice catholic.org.au

The National Council of Churches has aso produced an
eaumenicd resource kit for Social Justice Sunday. Thetitle is
aSecurity at al costs? A Christian Refledion on where to draw
theline.®

Copies of thiskit are avail able from:
National Council of Churchesin Australia

379Kent Stred, Sydney, NSW 2000
Phone: (61) 2-9299-2215 Fax: (61) 2-92624514

Or can be downloaded from the web site:
http://www.nccaorg.au/departments/social_justice network

| ssues of Concemn

Military Basesin Okinawa

Nea the northeastern Okinawa Island fishing port of Nago,
Japan, 50 men and women in their 60s through their 90s have
been staging a daytime sit-in at a makeshift camp, for more
than 200 chys. They hope to block the central government
from constructing an off shore joint U.S. military-civil airport,
off Nago©s Henoko coastal district and have vowed to continue
their struggle until the base construction is halted. Thousands
of people have participated in the eght and a haf-yea
encampment at the small fishing port at Henoko, nea the
proposed site for the new US Military base, locaed atop a
hedthy coral red in Okinawa.

Once underway, construction is estimated to take 18 yeas to
complete. It aso thredens to destroy the ora red,
surrounding marine life and coastal area irreversibly affeding
the relationship between the nearby communiti es and the bay.

The planned military base is expeded to replacethe helicopter
operations of the U.S. Marine Corps Futenma Air Station
which is dangerously locaed in the ceiter of crowded
Ginowan City. The site is part of a 1996 agreement between
Japan and the United States to return the Futenma land to
Japan after an alternative fadlity is built in Okinawa.

However, Okinawans claim that the construction of a new base
on Okinawa will not reduce the US military©s burden on
Okinawa, but rather strengthen US military cgoabiliti es here
and ensure the presence on the isand indefinitely.

If built, it will be the US military©s 38th installation on
Okinawa, in addition to the 20 air spaces and 29 sea ones
under US milit ary control there.

Despite the oppation, Japan©s Defense Fadlities
Administration Bureau (DFAB), the agency overseeing the
congtruction of the dr base, announced that it will begin initial
drilli ng of the seebed on 16 November 2004

The Okinawans are joined by othersin oppasition:

- Nago City residents have voted against the proposed base
in a dtizens®© referendum and recent palls $how 93% of all
Okinawans oppcse @nstruction of the ar base.

- Over 400 US organizations signed a resolution cdling on
both governments to abandon the projed.

- 889 cord red experts also condemned the proposed air
base projed.

- the proposed locaion for the offshore dr base has
garnered widespread criticism from engineas and
architeds because Henoko Bay is locaed in Okinawa©s
"typhoonalley" which will require tremendous amounts of
fresh water to prevent satwater damage to aircraft and
other equipment on the base.

- Locd organizaions are cdling for messages to the
Japanese axd US governments to resped Okinawans©
democraticdly expressed will and abandon construction of
the base & Henoko.

The d@ght-yea oppasition at Henoko intensified on 19 April
2004 when the DFAB tried to begin drilling of the seabed.
After completely preventing DFAB©s work for five months, the
locd struggle moved aut into the bay on 9 September when the
DFAB entered the bay from another port and began initial
preparations for the drilli ng.



When a US Marine transport helicopter from Futenma air base
crashed into a residential neighbourhood in Ginowan on 13
August, the Japanese government responded by insisting that
construction of the new base get underway immediately so that
Futenma can be dosed.

In response, the Okinawans are outraged that the government
has used the aash to impaose the new base, pointing out that
residents of Nago and espedally several coastal vill ages live
direaly in the flight paths of the proposed air base.

75% of al US military bases in Japan are locaed in Okinawa.
Even after ending its 27-yea postwar occupation of Okinawa
in 1972 the US continues to take alvantage of the systematic
discrimination d the Okinawans by the Japanese government,
institutionali zed via Japan©s formal colonizaion of the Ryukyu
Kingdomin 1879

Source People's Plan Sudy Group (PPSG)

JPW Exchange Corner

From the Phili ppinesto Papua New Guinea

Sr. Yel, a Canossian Sister from the Phili ppines, who has been
adively involved in JPW meetings in previous yeas, has been
asdgned to Papua New Guinea (PNG) since July 2004 Before
moving to PNG, she was very active in the work of Justice,
Peace& Integrity of Creaion, Association of Magjor Religious
Superiors Phili ppines (JPICC-AMRSP) and Canossian JPIC.
Now, she is assisting the Port Moresby archdiocese's
HIV/AIDS program, doing counselling, giving awareness
talks, carrying out documentation and helping to run a mobile
clinic for marginalized sedors. She is aso conceptualizing a
hedth education program for them.

Among al these, she is gill very adive in justice and peace
work: she is currently the Exeaitive team seaetary of the
Forum for JPIC of the Federation of Religious in Papua New
GuineaSolomon Islands, which was newly re-organized in
September 2004

A New Confesson of Christ

A statement signed by more than 200theologians and ethicists,
names five key points of Jesus© teachings. The aurrent
climate, where violenceis too easily acceted, and the roles of
God, church, and nation too easily confused, cdls for a new
"confesgon" of Christ.

The first principle states that Jesus Christ, as attested in Holy
Scripture, knows no national boundaries. Allegiance to Christ
takes priority over national identity. No pditicd or religious
leader has theright to twist the scripturesin the service of war.

Christ commits Christians to a strong presumption against war.
The destructiveness of modern warfare strengthens this
obligation. Christians have aresponsihili ty to spesk out for the
victims and explore every alternative before a nation goes to
war, to be committed to international cooperation rather than
unilateral pdlicies. Ideathat war on terrorism takes precedence
over ethicd and legal norms, should be rejeded. Torture,
deliberate bombing of civilians and the use of indiscriminate
wegponrs of massdestruction, should never be done.

The digtinction between good and evil does not run between
one nation and another, or one group and another. It runs
straight through every human heat.

Christ shows us that enemy-love is the heat of the gospel. We
are to show love to our enemies, which does not mean
cgoitulating to hostile agendas or domination. It means
refusing to demonize any human being creaed in Godos image.

Therefore, the teading that any human being can be defined as
outside the law®©s protedion should be rejeded. Demonization
of perceved enemies, only paves the way to abuse, and
mistreament of prisoners.

Christ teaches us that humility is the virtue befitting forgiven
sinners. The false teaching that "those who are not for the
United States paliti cdly are against it" should be rejeded.

The Lord Jesus Christ cannot be set aside by any eathly
power. His words may not be distorted for propagandistic
purposes. No nation-state may usurp the placeof God.

In its conclusion, the statement urges that acknowledging these
truths is indispensable for followers of Christ. These principles
should be remembered in making dedsions as citizens.
"Peacenaking is central to our vocdion in a troubled world
where Christ is Lord."

A copy of the full statement can be found at:
http://www.soj0.net/index.cfm?adion=adion.eledion&item=c
onfesdon_signers

Source Sgourners WWw.soj0.net

Know your Computer: E-mailsto Avoid

Viruses are not the only scary things about e-mails. This
article will share some examples of emails that are very
common, but can fod anyone, even the expertsin computers.

Recantly, there ae many emails that claim to be from banks
like Citibank or HSBC. However, when you click on the link
that the emails provide, it redireds you to an e-commerce site
that looks just like the red site, but exists only to colled credit
cad information. Many unaware browsers have lost lot of
money by trusting these e-mails with their login names and
passwords. The best way to avoid such lossis to check first,
by typing the website aldress of the bank in your browser
direaly, rather than following links from e-mails. Thisisalso
goodfor chedking the information in the email against the red
web site. Remember, red banks do not send out emails asking
people to input their credit card and personal information.

Another type of false email which has been around for some
time usually starts with the introduction of a person, and then
says how that person inherited a large anount of money from
someone who recently expired. There can be dight variations
to these stories, but the mnclusion is always the same. They
will want to deposit a large amount of money in your bank
acount, and will offer to share the amount. However, once
they obtain your bank acourt information, all your money in
the acount will be withdrawn. The best way to avoid thisloss
is to ignore these e-mails and celete them. Do NOT trust e
mails that ask you to give your personal or bank information.

The third and most annoying (but does not have as big
conseguences as the ones above) is the one which offers
wishes, money (from big companies), etc. if the e-mail is
forwarded to multiple redpients. This is not true and there is
no proven way in which forwarding e-mails can be traced by
the sender. Please donit forward these e-mail s and flood your
friends' mailboxes - unless, of course, if they are gpeds sent
by organizaions that you know and trust J !

Hope these tips are useful!

Shaing froma computer user
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